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2010 Porsche 911 Turbo

By: Kevin Sims

TurbO DFI BeComeS a Reallty Photos By: Porsche Press
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2010 911 Turbo
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ating boost over the engine’s RPMs.

The 2010 911 Turbo is also graced with
a pair of expansion intake manifolds that
were first developed for the second gen-
eration GT2. The result of all this techno
wizardry is an additional 20 HP, raising
the engine’s power to an enthralling 500
HP. Twisting force is also upped to a stout
516 Ibs/G, an increase of 15 Ibs/G.

Extra power is not only the engine’s
goal. The improved fuel control of DFI
greatly reduces fuel consumption while
it trims CO2 emissions over the previous
engine by an impressive 18%. Even the
most “Greenie Weenie” will approve of
such numbers.

As a departure from the past, Porsche
will be releasing the Turbo coupe and
cabriolet versions at the same time mean-
ing that no one will have to wait to pur-
chase the latest Turbo in drop top form.
Sun lovers are going to love Porsche for
their open-air empathy.

Porsche encourages new 911 Tur-
bo buyers to order their road warrior
equipped with its PDK transmission and
Sport Chrono package. That’s if you want
the ultimate in performance. Cars with
this pairing are said to enjoy 0-60 jaunts
in a pulse quickening 3.2 seconds. Such
acceleration should compete against Star-
bucks in waking one up.

Porsche’s PDK or Double Clutch
transmission is a wondrous innovation
that learns one’s driving intentions and
anticipates your actions by staging for the
next shiG. It truly is two gearboxes in one.
When you're in third it knows you want
to go into forth, so it pre-selects the gear
in the other gearset. When you’re ready to
shiG it switches between gearsets through
its double clutch system — Wham, Bam,
thank you Ma’am! PDK operations are
smoother than silk and generate quicker
lap times than a standard shiG. To increase
the fun factor, the 911 Turbo’s PDK trans-
mission receives seven forward speeds.

Expect to start seeing the new Turbo in
dealers around January 2010 with a base
price of $132,800. Cabriolets will start at
an additional $11,000. Why not buy both
and track the coupe? Why not indeed. Its
time to brush o the ole’ helmut. AA
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back by releasing the 911 GT3 RS

for 2010 alongside other signifi-
cant 911s. The ultimate purist 911 street
car shared the spotlight with the new 911
Turbo, the standard GT3, and the racing
911 Cup car at the 2009 Frankfurt Auto
Show.

Releasing all these 911 variants at the
same time is a precedent in the company’s
marketing strategy. Any Porschephile
would be up nights deciding - Turbo, GT3
or RS. What is one to do? Let’s hope the
co ee gods help the indecisive.

The 2010 GT3 RS continues to serve as
the basis for homologating the 911 GT3
for international competition. Its quick
revving naturally-aspired, flat-6 power
plant redlines at 8500 RPM and leaves
lidle doubt in the machine’s racing pedi-
gree. Like the new GT3, the RS engine’s
capacity is up 0.2 liters to 3.8 liters. With a
hardy 450 HP at the crank, the new RS en-
gine whips out an additional 15 HP over
the standard 2010 GT3. Specific power
output is up to 118.42 ponies per liter of
displacement. E cient power is the es-

P orsche decides to not hold anything




2010 911 GT3 RS

sence of the RS design philosophy.

The RS only is available with a six-
speed manual transmission emphasizing
its traditional ultra-sport orientation. The
gearbox’s shiG travel has been reduced as
compared to the GT3’s unit. Additionally,
the RS ‘box’ employs shorter gear ratios
that are spaced tighter to beJer match the
engine’s power and torque curves. Due to
the ratio alteration, terminal speed for the
RS is slightly lower than the GT3. On the
racetrack, however, a few miles per hour
sacrificed will not be missed as its abil-
ity to exit corners faster will yield beJer
overall lap times.

As in the GT3, dynamic engine
mounts will help the RS owner adapt mo-
tor connection sti ness and damping to
driving conditions. The feature is a tech-
nical delight as a sti connection aids in
handling prowess on the track while a
soGened clap down provides a smoother,
more comfortable touring experience.

The technical goodies of the RS do not
end there.

The PASM suspension in the RS is
re-programmed to beJer suit it for apex
clipping out on the track. The front and
rear track dimensions have been widened
from GT3 fare that required broadened
bodywork. The front wheels are 9 inches
wide sporting 245/35 ZR19 rubber. At 12
inches of width, the rear wheels proudly
wears 325/30 ZR19 tires giving the ma-
chine a mean appearance.

The RS shows its close connection to
motorsport with a lower ride height, a
larger carbon-fibre rear wing and a su-
per-light titanium exhaust system. A fac-
tory roll cage is optional. It even comes
equipped with a lithium-ion baJery to
further diminish weight by 22 Ibs.

Available for sale in the US by the
spring of 2010, the $132,800 911 GT3 RS
represents Porsche’s closest connection
to racing in a street car. Its value is in the
“Arrive and Drive” approach to track par-
ticipation. With over 60 years of motors-
port inspiration, the GT3 RS is as real as
it gets. AA




Porsche Tuning Update

The SPR1 M and Other Sportec Unveilings at Geneva

By: Kevin Sims

Photos By: Sportec Press

the world a modified variant of
their 911 Turbo supercar dubbed
the SPR1 M. The model serves as
a revision of their infamous SPR1.
While the previous 800HP SPR1
was powered by a Sportec twin-turbo-
charged Porsche factory 997 M87 en-

In Geneva Sportec presented to

gine, the new SPR1 M is propelled by
a powerhaus directly derived from the
997 Turbo in non-DFI trim. The result is
a psychotic’s delight. The new T80 M en-
gine package churns out a civilized 858
HP with an inertia defying 880 Nm of
torque. With such numbers it is hard to
imagine that the new “M” won’t have a

higher top speed. We expect that it will.

We have been told the SPR1 M also
features a mainly carbon-fibre body re-
sulting in a rennwagon with a wondrous
power-to-weight ratio. Sportec claims it
has rapid acceleration to satisfy the inner
speed demon; 0-60 mph in 3 seconds and
0-180 in 18.9. We look forward to pilot-
ing Sportec’s adrenaline junkie marvel.

Sportec intends to make the SPR1 M
one of the most exclusive sport machines
ontheplanet. They plantoonly produce 10
of the cars. All of which have already been
purchased by eagerly awaiting customers.

The Sportec Geneva stand was also
graced with the 997 GT2-modified SP750
model that’s capable of 750 HP and 850 Nm
of torque. The tuner also unveiled their
“mean+clean” SP550 MC supercar featur-
ing an E85 powered twin-turbocharged,
3.6 liter engine with 550 eco-ponies. AA

By: Kevin Sims

Ruf RT12 S: Raising the Standard

he power brokers from Germany
Thave released a new version of
their 997 tour de force. Originally
unveiled 5 years ago, the new Ruf Rt 12 S
enters the fray with a twin-turbocharged,
3.6 liter flat-six that serves up a potent 685

HP and 649 Ib-S of torque.
To handle the extra brunt force, Ruf
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has upgraded their fully integrated roll
cage to provide stronger torsional might.
Aerodynamics has also been gingered
as lessons learned from their CTR3 have
been incorporated. A new carbon-fibre
rear spoiler with a tearing edge and air
ducts are seamlessly integrated into the
widened rear bumper of the Rt 12 S.
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Photos By: Ruf Press

Up front, the new Ruf features a new
fascia with separate LED lamps for driv-
ing and directional lights. The front ride
height is hydraulically adjustable by 50
MMs. The enhanced aerodynamic pack-
age, engine modifications and chassis up-
grades provide the Rt 12 S with a stable
top running speed of 360 km/h.

The Rt 12 S is equipped with 19 inch
alloy wheels that cover a new ceramic
brake system. In addition, buyers can
choose between rear wheel or all-wheel
drive. Further options include a full array
of Ruf sport seats and steering wheel de-
signs. Interior trim can be selected from
carbon-fibre, aluminum, or varnish to
give the Rt 12 S customer the ultimate in
personalization.

The net result is an enhanced Rt 12
that lives up to the Ruf tradition of qual-
ity performance. Starting price for this
autobahn slayer is 255,900 Euros. AA







Gemballa Mirage GT Matte Edition
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ith roughly 1300 Carrera
GTs on the road, many
owners feel as though their

super car of choice isn't exclusive
enough. Gemballa has solved this
problem through the release of an ul-
tra-limited production version of their
C-GT based Mirage GT that’s dubbed
the MaJe Edition. With flat-black
paint, the ‘mean machine’ continues
Gemballa’s tradition of styling that
shocks while providing a genuine en-
gineering purpose.

AGer countless hours at the Uni-
versity of StuJdgart’s world renowned
wind tunnel, Gemballa discovered
that the C-GT’s overall high speed
stability could be improved. The goal
was balancing the need for improved
downforce at speed and minimizing
aero drag to enable the car to reach
200 MPH plus. As a result, few body
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components didn't escape Gemballa's The Mirage GT has improved aerodynamics to provide more 200MPH+ stability.

aero tweaking. In addition, Gemballa has given its C-GT tuner Porsche an extra 68 horsepower.
At the car’s front, a new adjustable

spliJer was added that works in unison %
with both the new hood’s air outlet vent
and the revised skirts in the front fend-
ers. Gemballa rocker panel skirts with
cut-outs were developed to beJer direct
air into the Mirage GT’s massive brakes.
In addition, they block air from rushing
under the car. To round out the package,
the rear received extensive modifica-
tions. Such improvements include altered
under-car di usion, new quarter panel
skirts and a re-thought spoiler with an
adjustable integrated wing. The aggres-
sive body kit generates an additional 55
to 187 Ibs of downforce depending on ad-
justment seJings.

Equally as important as downforce,
Gemballa focused on reducing the C-GT
engine’s operating temperatures while
running at speeds in its upper range.
Gemballa achieves this goal by engineer-
ing engine and exhaust covers that im-
prove air flow through the engine bay. As
ana ect, heat dissipation is superior.
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Gemballa Mirage GT

Gemballa Mirage GT Specs

Technical Data

Engine: 5.7 liter V10

Power: 680 hp at 8,000 rpm
Torque: 455 Ib/ft at 5,750 rpm
Curb Weight: 3,086 Ibs

Engine Upgrades

Mirage GT Engine Package: opti-
mized ECU remapping & Gemballa
free-flow exhaust resulting in an ad-
ditional 68 HP.

Performance

Acceleration: 0-62 mph in 3.5 sec
Maximum speed: 208 MPH

Transmission
Six Speed Manual

Price

212,000 euros for conversion
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Suspension

Front and Rear: upper and lower
control arms, titanum coil springs,
push-rod-actuated dampers.

Aero Package
Front: spoiler lip, hood with air outlet,
fender side skirts, roof air intake.

Rear: Skirt with outlet, diffusor adap-
tor, spoiler with integrated wing, ex-
haust cover with larger air outlets

Brakes
Front: 380mm cross-drilled ceramic
disc, six-piston single-piece calipers

Rear: 380mm cross-drilled ceramic
disc, six-piston single-piece calipers

Wheels and Tires

Front: 9.5 x 19 w/ 265/35ZR19
Michelin Pilot Sports tires

Rear: 12.5 x 20 w/ 335/30ZR20
Michelin Pilot Sports tires
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Since stopping is as important as
speed, Gemballa worked with Brembo
to give the Mirage GT massive braking
power. Massive 380mm ceramic rotors
are compressed by single piece calipers
that feature six pistons. They are em-
ployed in the front and rear to maximize
performance.

Gemballa has pumped up the C-GT’s
performance by garnishing the Mirage
GT with some go-fast parts. Though
modest in comparison to other Gemballa
e orts, the current Mirage GT boosts a 68
hp increase. Of course, when your start-
ing with the C-GT’s 5.7 liter, 612 hp V10
engine, its doesn’t take a lot more to im-
press. Power was increased by re-map-
ping the C-GT’s ECU and incorporating a
free-flow exhaust with four tail pipes.

If 68 hp seems weak, don’t fretas Gem-
balla is currently working on a new twin-
turbo system that is said to yield a whop-
ping 750 to 1,000 crankshaG horsepower.
According to Gemballa, the Mirage GT
project is a two stage process. The current
car receives the aero and brake package,
while the second car will be blessed with
beast mongering turbo power. Gemballa
has their sites squarely aimed at BugaJi
and 9FF as they plan to reach speeds in
excess of 250 mph. First-Gen Mirage GT
owners will be encouraged to upgrade
once the turbo is completed. Adding tur-
bo power is not a simple task as they want
to ensure a reliable clutch and transmis-
sion. We can’t wait...can you? AA




Gemballa Mirage GT

G emballa is
squarely

aimed at Bugatti
and 9FF as they
plan to reach
speeds in excess
of 250 mph.
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opean Delivery

First American to Own a 2010 GT3 B s e e

Factory workers signing Michael
Yura’s newly delivered 2010 GT3.
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GT3 European Delivery

Top: Michael Yura during his new owner orientation given by Louis Bellucci, the
Below: Waiting his turn onto Hockenheimring

Porsche factory representative.

1

while buying a part at Schneider Nelson
Porsche Dealership (West Long Branch,
NJ), | was asked by a member of the ser-
vice team whether | was a member of the
Porsche Club of America. He informed me
that, as a member, | would get a discount
on parts and service. The $42 annual in-
vestment surely would pay for itself with
a basic service, so | sent in my member-
ship right away. What surprised me, upon
further investigation of the club, was that
there were Driver Education events that
allow you to take your own car out on
racetracks. | am not sure how wide my
eyes got upon reading that, but there was
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no doubt this club was for me!

Throughout the rest of the year, | ac-
cumulated 26 track days and an admira-
tion for the Porsche GT3. There was some-
thing about the GT3, even just siding in
the paddock. It is a car that truly belongs
on the track! I eventually found out that
you cannot just show up at a dealership
and order one, but that you need to be on
await-list. So I trekked back to the dealer-
ship and put down a deposit on the next
generation GT3, for whenever it became
available.

I received a call on April 2nd, 2009,
from the dealership that | needed to come
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in to place my order. The call totally took
me by surprise! | had heard rumors of the
GT3 being released shortly but did not ex-
pect it to become available so soon. Then,
later that day, | got an email through
a friend, that there will be a GT3 at the
New York International Auto Show, for
its North American debut. | quickly made
arrangements to get a press pass to see the
debut of the car | had just ordered. AGer
seeing the car in person at the Press De-
but, I was filled with anticipation. | could
hardly wait to take European Delivery of
my new GT3.

Our trip started out in StuJgart on
June 29th. My girlfriend Caren and | be-
gan with a guided Porsche museum tour.
It was such a wonderful experience to see
the heritage first-hand. When | walked
into the museum | did not know which
way to look as there was just so much to
see. You could spend hours here! Across
the street from the museum is the Porsche
Zentrum, where you can purchase some
goodies in the Porsche Design Drivers Se-
lection department. | got one of the lim-
ited edition (and priced to match!) rain
jackets that are numbered up to the 911
produced. My jacket is numbered with
my house number. Destiny for sure!
Caren and | finished out the day with a
guided tour of StuJgart.

The following day was the highly an-
ticipated event of picking up the car. The
problem here was trying to sleep the night
before. | thought | was going to be fine, as
I was quite tired from jet lag. | had fallen
asleep quickly but woke up several times
throughout the night. Knowing that the
next day | would be driving my new GT3
was not exactly a relaxing feeling. A mas-
sage is relaxing. A GT3 is exhilarating!

We arrived at the factory at 8:30 am
and met the delivery sta . Everyone was
very welcoming and seemed to be excited
for us since it was our big day. AGer tak-
ing care of the necessary paperwork we
walked upstairs where the car awaited
us. As we walked upstairs, | wondered if
I was walking up to Porsche heaven. As
we approached, | saw two GT3s in white
next to each other. A quick panic followed.
Which one is mine? Louis Bellucci, my
delivery representative, pointed to my
car and a feeling of joy came over me. It
truly was love at first sight, followed by a

16



GT3 European Delivery

feeling of “Is this really mine?” followed
by, “Can I just get in it and drive some-
where?” | was informed by Louis that |
was the first American to drive his own
2010 GT3. We spent an hour going over
the car and all of its features. My GT3 is
Carrara white with sport bucket seats,
lightweight headlights, and floor mats as
the only options.

AGer our complete introduction to the
car, we headed to our factory tour. It was
fascinating to see where and how our be-
loved Porsches are produced. | saw 911s
floating down the assembly line, geJding
all their parts added. | imagined my GT3
going through this whole process just
weeks before. The most interesting part
of the factory tour was seeing the factory
workers drinking beer on their hourly
break. I was speechless and thought,
“That’s cool...I think!” I asked the tour
guide how that was possible and his re-
sponse was, “This is the way it has been
and things would probably be worse if we
changed it.” Welcome to Zu enhausen!

AGer the tour we had an enjoyable
lunch in the VIP restaurant. We then pro-
ceeded to pick up the GT3 and head for
the Alps. It was my first drive in the car
and it felt wonderful. | think they had put
something in my drink at lunch because
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Top: Michael’'s 2010 GT3 on the Nurburgring. Bottom: Michael Yura received driv-
ing instruction from Sabine Schmitz, the famed record holder on the ‘Ring.
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GT3 European Delivery

for that rest of the day you could not wipe
the smile o my face. For that day | was
The Man!

Our tour through the Alps was spec-
tacular. Every turn rewarded breath-
taking views. We covered some serious
mountain passes throughout Austria and
Italy. Though I could not lay on the gas
too much just yet, the GT3 just gobbled
up all that | threw at it. What an area for
a sports car to be broken in. We had a
lot of fun downshiGing through the tun-
nels, leJing the sound of the exhaust echo
o the walls. We departed the Alps to
make a short visit to Neuschwanstein and
Rothenburg ob der Tauber.

A liJle side note: Caren named the
GT3 Marsha. She says since it is white it

reminds her of a marshmallow. | think |
can live with this, as now | can say | go
to track events with another woman. If
you need to have a mistress in your life to
show o to your track buddies, Marsha
fits the bill!

Now it was time to let Marsha show
us what she’s got. We plugged our next
stop into the GPS, NUrburg, Germany. We
arrived at the Nurburgring Nordschleife
on a Saturday during a public session,
which means if you have a road-worthy
car, you can pay a fee and go out on the
course. We had to wait a short time, as
the track was temporarily closed due to
an accident. Caren and | looked at each
other wide-eyed, wondering what we
were geJing ourselves into. The parking
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lot was full of everything from a Lambo-
rghini to motorcycles to a station wagon.
Were we really going to share the track
with so many di erent types of vehicles
and come out unscathed?

We wentto the ticket booth and bought
our ring card to get onto the track. We
had the option to buy packages of 1, 4, 12,
25 laps or a yearly pass. We did our first
lap and | quickly realized why this track
had earned its reputation. It had so many
turns; some that can get you into trouble
quickly. On top of all that, there are huge
elevation changes over the whole course.
The low and high points on the course
are a 1000 feet elevation di erence. Add
the final ingredient of its length: 13 miles
and some 160 turns, and you get a world-
renowned course that will challenge the
best. We got several laps in and called it
a day.

It is amazing just how intimidating
the Ring is for your first several laps.
Most courses are anywhere from 12 to
25 turns and are usually no more than 4
miles. This course is just so interactive,
not giving you much of a chance to rest
during the 160 leG and right turns.

The next morning | drove Caren back
to the airport. | would be in Germany for
the next 10 days with Marsha all to myself.
I made a beeline back to the Ring to enjoy
some more public track time. It is like an
addiction, the track is just so challenging

18



GT3 European Delivery

that it sucked me in. | spent the next sev-
eral days trying to tame the beast.

On Monday | had a “training day” at
the Ring with RSR Nurburg. This consist-
ed of lead/follow in the morning followed
by open track time in the aGernoon. |
made special arrangements in the aGer-
noon for three hours of instruction from
Sabine Schmitz. Sabine is a race car driver
and well known at the NUrburgring. She
grew up a few miles from the track and
her parents are the owners of Am Tier-
garten, a hotel/restaurant in Nudrburg.
Sabine is the record holder on the Nor-
dschleife for cars without supercharged
engines. You also may have seen her on
the BBC show Top Gear. Having her as
my instructor was a great learning experi-
ence. We started out with her instructing
and me driving. At one point she drove
my car. In the beginning | was about to
tell her to slow down as this was my new
car. It is not that she was out of control,
but she is just so fast around the Ring. |
quickly took a big breath, put my panic
aside, and brought out the fun factor to
enjoy the ride.

Sabine is just so enjoyable to go
around the Ring with. The obvious thing
about her is that she is quite famous for
knowing how to get around the Ring.
What you get in person, in addition to the
fame, is the fun she adds to the experi-
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More of Michael's 2010 GT3 on the ‘Ring.
Michael hit 201 MPH while on the Autobahn.
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ence. Sabine nicknamed me “Gap” dur-
ing our day together because | was leav-
ing too much space on my tracking out of
turns. She kept insisting that since | paid
for the entire track, | should use it. She
would knock on my helmet every time |
didn’t track out all the way and yell “Hel-
lo? Anybody home?” It was a fun learn-
ing experience. | can still hear her yelling
with enthusiasm in her German accent,
“POWEEEEEEHR!” as | stepped on the
gas. This whole experience with her was
definitely a highlight of the trip. At the
end of our time together, | asked Sabine
to sign the inside of the front hood of the
GT3. She laughed when I asked her and
said that | could sell the car on ebay, now
that it has her signature.

AGer my time at the Nirburgring, |
headed to Manthey Racing in Nurburg,
which has for four consecutive years, won
the 24-hour Nordschleife race. While the
car was geJing an oil change, the service
manager said that he would check the
brakes as well. What | didn’t realize un-
til later, was that they really wanted to
check out the center-lock wheels along
with there items, as this was the first 2010
GT3 they had seen in their shop. With the
car on the liG, all of a sudden, just about
everybody in the shop is crawling around
the car to see what was di erent from the
first generation 997 GT3. They were most

19



GT3 European Delivery

inquisitive about the new center-lock
system, and they wanted to see exactly
how Porsche developed this new sys-
tem. My benefit was receiving complete
instruction from them on how it worked.
It gave me a sense of pride that such a
well-known shop as Manthey Racing,
with their winning reputation, was so in-
terested in something | owned. Everyone
from the shop was exceptional and it was
great to see so many people enthusiastic
about my GT3.

My next adventure was to explore the
Black Forest region of Germany. On my
way down, | made a stop at Hockenheim-
ring. As | approached the track, my game
plan was to see how far | could drive into
the paddock before someone stopped me.
As | came near the first gate, | received
a hurried wave. The second gate was not
going to be so easy. Some guy stopped
me and started speaking German. | had
no idea what he was saying and returned
a dumbfounded look. He looked over
my car again and said this time in Eng-
lish, “Numbers?” | actually leG a sticker
with numbers from my previous track
event at the Ring on my back window. |
just pointed at that and he was satisfied.
As luck had it, there was some kind of
Porsche event that day, and drivinga GT3
camouflaged me enough to get into the
paddock. | explored all the fine vehicles.
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More luck—they were having a parade
lap during lunch, and | was able to get a
view of the track at a slow pace. AGer-
ward, continuing on to the Black Forest
Region a orded numerous scenic and
curvaceous roads that begged for more
from the GT3.

The trip to the Black Forest o ered
a wonderful highlight - top speed. My
search needed certain conditions to ex-
ist. | needed a dry day with no wind on a
three-lane flat section of Autobahn at least
five miles long. The best time to try this is
early on a Saturday or Sunday morning
with minimal tra c provided you have
driven the section several times to be very
familiar with it. | was advised of a section
of Autobahn that was safe, that is, if hit-
ting 201 mph is safe (although | am going
to assume this was a slight overestimate
on the part of the speedometer). It was
quite an experience to hit 201 mph and
the car felt very capable and stable the en-
tire time. The improved down force kept
the car well planted. Reaching this kind
of top speed is a story in itself; but the
short version is that there was still about
500 rpm leG on the table. | could not get
a chance safely to use up the rest of the
rpms, because of increased tra c.

My next adventure was to return to
the Porsche factory in StuJgart, in search
of autographs for my GT3. When Louis
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had delivered the car to me, | asked him
to sign inside the front hood. Several
days later, | thought how great it would
be to have some of the factory workers
sign also. Upon returning to the factory,
I went to the delivery department to ask
their help, and was overwhelmed with
their response. The factory workers were
delighted that | asked them to sign the
car, and some mentioned they have never
been asked to do so before.

My next move was back to the Ring. It
is a Mecca for a track junkie armed with
a GT3. | did some more public track time
and the next day was an open pit lane
event with RMA, a British track day or-
ganizing company. The paddock filled up
with some of the finest machinery fromall
over the world. One special car was a Fer-
rari 288 GTO Evoluzione, one of five ever
produced. The weather turned out to be
fantastic. | had another session with Sabi-
ne and we continued to work on refining
my lines. By the end of the day, | felt very
comfortable on the Ring and Sabine com-
mented that she may have to replace my
nickname of “Gap” with something else,
as my lines were improving.

The Nurburgring is just an amazing
place and will guarantee interesting expe-
riences. There are some rules, but this is a
far cry from a PCA Driver Ed event. Since
anybody can go out on the course, you
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can have a minivan going around a turn
with a GT3 in hot pursuit. There is no hel-
met requirement, but do make sure your
car is road-worthy as this course is basi-
cally a toll road that any road-worthy car
can drive on. During my stay at the Ring, |
saw many unique happenings like a BMW
Ring Taxi driGing around turns, a motor-
cycle leaning through a turn with sparks
flying from somewhere. | saw cars spin o
course right in front of me, and even saw
a GT3 RS wedged with a BMW against a
guard rail. | passed a tour bus and a motor
home going. It was quite an experience as
I come from a culture of Porsche Club of
America events, where you are protected
from people of di erent abilities while out
on the track. Not here, where it was basi-
cally a free for all. It truly was the Wild
West of track experiences.

Most alluring to me about the Ring
was that it was just so challenging. Many
say that it can take at least 50 laps to get
the rhythm of the course. My first several
laps were all damage control, trying to fig-
ure out which were the dangerous turns.
Then, by about 15 to 20 laps, | started to
gain some familiarity with sections, and
then linked these sections in the next 20
or so laps. By the end of my 70 to 80 laps,
I was able to pass through the mystique of
just being at the Ring to actually ripping
through it at a swiG pace. Conquering this
di cult challenge with confidence was
truly a highlight of the trip for me.

Next | headed for my final adventure,
Circuit de Spa Francorchamps in Belgium
with RMA again. The course is very fast
and challenging. There was more serious
metal here, including a Carrera GT and
a Porsche 959. During a track walk in the
morning, | got in with a caravan of cars
and stopped at various turns to discuss
strategy and safety. The one noteworthy
turn is Eau Rouge. | was told that this turn
eats the most 911s in the world. Fortunate-
ly, I was not on the menu. Basically, the
turn goes like this: fast uphill right-hand-
er, blind crest that makes the front end
light on grip for the immediate leGhander.
The rest of the circuit was spectacular as it
flowed very well.

My next stop was not quite as reward-
ing. | had to head back to StuJgart to re-
turn Marsha for her trip to her new home
in the States. Fortunately, we found some
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desolate Autobahn sections on the way
to make us forget out sorrows. The pave-
ment sure does go by quickly at 150+ mph.
On this drive | knew back home | would
not be able to duplicate this driving style
on the highways and tried to relish every
minute of it.

The entire trip covered 18 days, 4085
miles, four countries and 339 gallons of
gas. A trip to the Porsche Factory, the new
Museum, Spa and the Nurburgring are all
wonderful destinations for any Porsche
enthusiast. The addition of European De-
livery of my new GT3 just brought the
whole experience to the next level. As this
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trip proved to me, Germany 0 ers many
exciting and memorable experiences for a
GT3, like the Autobahn and the Nurbur-
gring. What a great place to start a rela-
tionship with such a wonderful car.

This trip was definitely a trip of a life-
time for me. | cannot say enough about
the performance of the car. It exceeded all
my expectations. Throughout the trip, the
lyrics of the song “Steve McQueen” kept
popping up in my head. “I've goJa fly, like
Steve McQueen. All | need’s a fast machine
and I’'m gonna make it allright. Like Steve
McQueen, underneath your radar screen.
You’ll never catch me tonight.” AA
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Michael Yura doing some fast laps at SPA in his 2010 GT3.
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More of Michael’'s 2010 GT3 on the ‘Ring.
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2009 24 Hour of LeMans

Porsche RS Spyder Wins LeMans For Second Year enotos sy: porsche press

der continued its winning ways in

the 2009 LMP2 class. The Essex cus-
tomer team breezed to a 15 lap victory. In
addition, the Essex car driven by Casper
Elgaard, Emmanual Collard, and Kristian
Poulsen captured the event’s “Michelin
Green X Challenge” award as being the
most energy e cient contestant.

“AGer claiming a second last year,
we are absolutely over the moon with
our victory this year,” exclaimed Casper
Elgaard, “This is a huge success for our
Danish team, which only began compet-
ing in long distance racing last year.”

The Essex team conceded that the key
to success was the RS Spyder itself.

“We didn’t have the slightest technical
problem and turned fast laps” admiJed
factory works driver Emmanuel Collard.

The Essex RS Spyder never relented
and only made a single unscheduled pit
stop throughout the duration of the 24
hours. The stop was the result of a ‘love
tap’ between it and the other RS Spyder
operated by the NAVI Team GOH. The
two Porsches running closely together

Sarthe, France - The Porsche RS Spy-
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touched aGer sliding on an oil patch near
the first Hunaudieres chicane. It required
replacement body parts for both cars.

It appeared during most of the race
Porsche would enjoy a 1-2 finish as the RS
Spyder of NAVI Team GOH kept a consis-
tent second place. Luck, however, was not
a member of their pit crew. With an hour
remaining and a ten lap advantage over
the third place LMP2 machine, they en-
countered another oil patch while enter-
ing the Hunaudieres chicane with a more
disastrous outcome. The abrupt spin un-
der braking launched the NAVI RS Spyder
into the barriers and ended their day.

“I had no chance. Two wheels hit the
oil that I couldn’t see,” explained a disap-
pointed Seiji Ara, “I’'m pleased that the RS
Spyder wasn’t only fast, but safe.”

Fortunately, the only injury to the
NAVI driver was a bruised ego and a
stinging sense of dissatisfaction.

In a rare display of German automo-
tive comradeship, Porsche works drivers
Timo Bernhard and Romain Dumas ran in
LMP1 piloting the new Audi R15 TDI.

Although it would be Peugeot who
took overall LeMans glory, the Porsche
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pair put up a strong fight. A technical
problem with the R15 during the evening
required a repair lasting several hours. It
meant that a respectable finish was not in
the works. Facing tough odds, they moved
their turbo-diesel powered Audi up from
flat last to an 18th overall finish.

“It hurts to be out of contention for the
overall victory so early on,” lamented Ber-
nhard,” Still, it was great fun. The Audi
crew made us feel very welcome.”

Two 911 GT3 RSRs had qualified in the
first two GT2 spots. However, it would be
Ferrari who prescribed Porsche a humility
pill by winning the class. The race would
end for factory works drivers Lieb, Lietz,
and Henzler aGer only two hours. Their
GT3 RSR engine stalled due to a fuel prob-
lem and would not again start.

Flying Lizard, from a pole siJing po-
sition, ended their LeMans early on Sun-
day morning with a collision. The IMSA
Performance Matmut team solidly ran in
third for two-thirds of the race, but suc-
cumbed to a transmission issue quelling
their hopes for a promising result. AA
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ALMS 2009 Porsche News

By: Kevin Sims

Porsche GT2 Championship Clinched

raselton, GA - Porsche gained
Benough points to claim the 2009
ALMS GT2 class championship in
a Petit LeMans race that was shortened
by half due to torrential rain. The stormy
Georgian skies allowed enough time for

Wolf Henzler and Dirk Werner to pilot

their #87 Farnbacher Loles GT3 RSR to a
third place position before the competi-
tion was red flagged.

“We really couldn’t compete under
these conditions,” commented Wolf Hen-
zler, whose Farnbacher Loles team led the
race early on several times. “But we are

Photo By: Bob Chapman, Autosport Image

happy with our podium result and that
we were able to contribute to Porsche
winning the title with our performance.”

Joerg Bergmeister and Partrick Long,
the drivers of the #45 Flying Lizard GT3
RSR, will have to wait until the final race
of the ALMS schedule in Laguna Seca to
capture the GT2 drivers’ championship. A
pit stop for a tire change moments before
the red flag was thrown caused them to
drop from 3rd to 5th place. As a result,
they didn’t earn enough points to grasp
the driver’s crown.

“We would have preferred to secure
the championship here,” admits title de-
fender Joerg Bergmeister, “It would have
been hard to catch the leading Ferrari, but
still the red flag came out at exactly the
wrong time for us.”

In LMP2, the Porsche RS Spyder con-
tinued its return to ALMS racing. The
Muscle Milk team finished 3rd in class af-
ter only three starts this season. AA

By: Kevin Sims

ALMS Class Changes for 2010

LeMans Series to the world’s eco-
nomic situation, the 2010 season will
see a restructured class configuration.
There will continue to be four classes in
the series. The current LMP1 and LMP2
classes will be combined into a single

I n an e ort to adapt the American
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class called the LMP. In a new class, the
LMP Challenge will be created with
standardized ORECA-Courage FLMO09
frames to reduce costs. The goal is to
make LeMans prototype racing more ac-
cessible to teams with lighter budgets.

The current GT2 class will remain

Autobahn Ambition | Contents

Photos By: Bob Chapman, Autosport Image

unchanged from 2009, but will receive a
name change to GT. The GT Challenge
class, initiated earlier this year, will fea-
ture a wider array of 911 GT3 Cup mod-
els provided by Porsche Motorsports.

“We have all been a ected by the
current economic situation, but these
challenges have given us the opportu-
nity to re-emphasis what continues to
set us apart as a motorsports market-
ing platform.” proclaimed ALMS Presi-
dent and CEO ScoJ Atherton. He points
out that the ALMS is the only motors-
port series recognized by the US Dept.
of Energy and SAE International as
meeting the protocols for green racing.

In addition, Atherton commented that
for 2010 there are new factory backed and
top-level independent teams thus show-
ing the growth potential of the ALMS. AA




Grand Am 2009 Porsche News

By: Rebecca Hoying

Round 6;: From Last to First Place at Mid-Ohio

Photos By: Porsche Press

exington, OH - Farnbacher-Loles’
LGT3 Cup entry, # 87, driven by Leh
Keen and Dirk Werner came from a
frustrating dead last starting position to
win top GT podium glory. Keen had shat-
tered the track’s GT qualifying record, but
was sent to the field’s rear as his car failed
a ride height tech inspection.

“That was our goal - winning the race
aGer starting last”, admiJed Keen, “but
we would have been happy with a podi-
um finish protecting our points lead.”

Despite the misfortune, he skillfully
cut his way through the pack reaching
5th by lap 13. Keen furthered his racing
gusto by capturing 1st place on lap 38.

Amazingly, he had to overcome a ‘stop
and go’ penalty for an improper pit exit
during his ascension. Keen kept the pack
mindfully in his rearview mirror until he
handed o to his teammate. Dirk Werner
drove the last 43 laps to victory lane.

“It was very easy for me to bring it
home. Keen did a great job bringing the
car to the front,” said Werner.

This is the second straight victory for
Keen and Werner. As a result, they are
in the lead for the GT Driver’s point race
going into the Brumos Porsche 250. Ad-
ditionally, their e orts secured Porsche as
the leader in the manufacturer’s GT point
race.

In the DP class, Porsche rallied late to
take 4th, 5th, and 10th places. Their DP
performance displayed a competitive im-
provement showing that they could over-
come obstacles created by a rule change
limiting DP engine RPM levels. AA

By: Rebecca Hoying

Round 7: Daytona Fireworks & Podium Glory

aytona Beach , FL - Farnbacher
DLoIes and TRG had a July 4th
fireworks display of their own

by flashing GT Class podium brilliance.
Despite a bold aJempt by Mazda’s
Sylvain Tremblay in the closing laps,
Farnbacher Loles captured their 3rd
straight win and 4th win of the season.
“I knew Sylvain was trying to make his
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aJack by the end of the race and his car was
preJy good, “said Werner, “However, the
guy behind you has to find a way to pass.”

Tremblay overshot a corner while at-
tempting a pass late in the race thus en-
suring the victory for the #87 Farnbacher-
Loles car. Justin Marks and Andy Lally
of TRG #67 finished with a GT Class 3rd
place spot. It launched them up 2 notch-
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es to a 4th position in the point stand-
ings. TRG’s teammate Spencer Pumpelly
gained enough points in the race to tie
him with Eric Lux of Farnbacher Loles
for the 3rd place Driver’s GT position.

On the DP front, the rule change
limiting engine RPMs was liGed but
not in time to allow Porsche teams to
make significant alterations. In spite
of such challenges, Porsche-powered
teams fought with gallantry to regain
podium magic; however, it was not to
be. JC France and Joao Barbosa of Bru-
mos Porsche Riley #59 fielded the best
result with a hard campaigned 8th place.

Penske Porsche Riley #12 over-
came a cockpit fire to claim an over-
all 11th place finish maintaining a 4th
place driver standings position go-
ing into the Porsche 250 event. AA
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Round 8: Bad Moon Risin’ in Bama

By: Rebecca Hoying

Photos By: John Squire

irmingham, AL - Valiant e orts
Bfrom Dirk Werner and Leh Keen of
Farnbacher Loles at Barber Motor-
sports Park were not enough to extend
their team’s four race winning streak.
Starting from the GT pole position, Keen
led for the first 11 laps before falling back.
“Of course we had expected more aGer
starting from pole position, but we simply
weren’t fast enough over the distance,”
said Dirk Werner, “We experienced some
problems with the rear tire which clearly
deteriorated aGer five, six laps. With this
in mind, we are satisfied with our result.”
Werner and Keen finished in 5th in GT,
thus not losing position in the title fight.
In the DP class, Porsche racing was be-
fuddled with misfortune. David Donohue
and Darren Law of Brumos Racing were
robbed of a podium finish when a com-
petitor made firm rear contact on lap 37.
The incident forced them to pit for repairs.
Brumos #58 finished the race in 10th place.
Romain Dumas and Timo Bern-
hard of Penske Racing had the worst

luck. The Penske #12 car experienced
an accident during practice that heav-
ily damaged the car and injured Dumas.

The Penske pit crew pulled an all-
nighter and resurrected the car just in time
for qualifying. During the race on lap 11,
their misfortune continued as an o -track

excursion to avoid a collision damaged
their car and any hope of a decent finish.

The Spirit of Daytona Team, running a
Cayenne-based V8 powered Coyote, ran a
relatively uneventful run and finished in
4th position as the top Porsche - impressive
since they receive no factory support. AA

By: Mark Ruffin

Round 9: Victory Within Reach at Watkins Glen

atkins Glen, NY — The #87 Farn-
bacher Lolesdriven by Dirk Wer-
ner and Leh Keen came within

0.774 seconds of claiming their 5th GT vic-
tory as the car crossed the checkered flag in
second place in class at Watkins Glen. With
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three races remaining in the Grand Am
schedule, Werner and Keen have earned
a 31 point advantage in the GT points.

“Our tactic worked perfectly. We
didn’t have a single problem with our
car and in the championship we were
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able to pull further away from our oppo-
nents,” said Dirk Werner. “That’s a huge
compliment to Leh. As another car spun
in front of him, he reacted brilliantly to
avoid a collision, and saved us points.”

Brumos Porsche yielded the event’s
best Porsche showing in DP. David Do-
nahue and Darren Law in #58 Brumos
completed the second Glen race of the
season in a healthy 6th place. Their team-
mates in #59 Brumos, Joao Barbosa and JC
France, followed close behind in 8th place.

“That was a tough race for us. For a
time it looked as if we weren’t going to
do so well,” lamented David Donahue,
“But then we were able to use several
situations to our advantage. We remain
optimistic for the rest of the season.”

Timo Bernard and Romain Dumas
in #12 Penske completed in a disheart-
ened 13th position aGer a right, front
tire erupted from o the rim with only
6 minutes remaining. The required
pit stop proved too severe a blow to
recover from with so liJle time. AA




Round 10: Penske Graces Podium in Montreal

By: Mark Ruffin

Photos By: David Livshin

LEQUIPEUR |

ontreal, QC - Penske Porsche Ri-
IVI ley with Porsche works drivers
Timo Bernhard and Romain Du-
mas earned a second place podium spot,

their highest of the season. They did so by
adapting to ever changing rain conditions.

wireless

The dark and dreary weather ‘dazed and
confused’ every Rolex team on the field.
Teams were unable to stick to a race strat-
egy and tire decision gambles proved to
be the race’s most critical determinant.

“That was a good day for us. We’'ve

waited a long time for this. We had the
chance to win today and that’s a great
feeling for the entire team,” said Romain
Dumas. Timo Bernhard added: “It’s won-
derful to climb to the podium again. The
constantly changing conditions messed up
our strategy somewhat otherwise victory
would have been possible. Butstill, we were
very strong and that gives us confidence.”

The race commenced under a light
drizzle that quickly turned to dry skies af-
ter only several laps. Penske seized the op-
portunity by being the first team to come
in for non-grooved slicks. By lap 8, Penske
took the lead. Revisiting rain changed their
fortunes as they forwent the lead to switch
‘footwear’ back to wet tires. As the track
dried, Penske slipped back into the lead.
The decision, at this point, to go back to
slicks cost Penske the victory as indecisive
skies trickled droplets once more before
the race’s end. Despite leading for 38 laps,
Penske felt the sting of an eluded win with
second place serving as a pain killer. AA

By: Kevin Sims

Round 11: Collision In Utah Delays Title

alt Lake City, UT - Porsche ex-
Stended their points lead within
GT at Miller Motorsports Park in
a drama filled baJle that leG egos and

fenders bruised. Dirk Werner and Leh
Keen of #87 Farnbacher Loles led in GT
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toward the race’s end. They were un-
able to seal the deal as a collision with
a Pontiac GXP.R was the result from the
two fighting for the line at a curve’s apex.

“l had the chance to secure the title
for us. In the situation that led to the
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collision it would have been beJer to
have backed o ,” admiJed Dirk Werner.

The Pontiac retired and #87 had to
complete a lap with a damaged leG front
wheel, which required a pitstop. The #87
car finished in 6th place within GT. Luckily,
the TRG Porsche driven by Andy Lally and
ScoJ Schroeder was in position to secure
2nd place giving Porsche needed points.

A mistake once again held back #12
Penske driven by Timo Bernhard and
Romain Dumas from greater glory.
They led the race from lap 17 to 30 with
Bernhard driving. While making the
switch to Dumas the incident occurred.

“We lost a few seconds chang-
ing drivers because | had prob-
lems unplugging the radio cable on
my helmet,” explained Bernhard.

With  Roger in  aJendance,
the Penske team finished 4th in-
stead of earning a podium spot.

“The mishap in the pits cost us
needed time. Due to the late cau-
tion phase we weren’t able to make
up that time,” admiJed Dumas. AA
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History In Waiting
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